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Referred as part of definitive treatment
(initial treatment of disease).

Definitive treatment already received.

Referred at recurrence.

Previously treated and followed
elsewhere before referral.
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MAJOR SALIVARY GLANDS STAGING DIAGRAM
AJCC 7" Edition for Diagnosis Date > 01 January 2010
Definitions for T, N, and M Descriptors

PRIMARY TUMOR (T)

TX
TO
T1
T2
T3
T4a
T4b

Primary tumor cannot be assessed

No evidence of primary tumor

Tumor 2cm or less in greatest dimension without extraparenchymal extension*

Tumor more than 2cm but not more than 4 cm in greatest dimension without extraparenchymal extension*
Tumor more than 4cm and/or tumor having extraparenchymal extension*

Moderately advanced disease. Tumor invades skin, mandible, ear canal and/or facial nerve

Very advanced disease. Tumor invades skull base and/or pterygoid plates and/or encases carotid artery

*Note: Extraparenchymal extension is clinical or macroscopic evidence of invasion of soft tissues.
Microscopic evidence alone does not constitute extraparenchymal extension for classification
purposes

REGIONAL LYMPH NODES (N)

NX
NO
N1
N2

N2a
N2b
N2c
N3

Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed
No regional lymph node metastasis
Metastasis in a single ipsilateral lymph node, 3cm or less in greatest dimension

Metastasis in a single ipsilateral lymph node, more than 3cm but not more than 6 cm in greatest dimension;
or in multiple ipsilateral lymph nodes, none more than 6¢cm in greatest dimension; or in bilateral or
contralateral lymph nodes, none more than 6¢cm in greatest dimension

Metastasis in single ipsilateral lymph node more than 3cm but not more than 6¢cm in greatest dimension
Metastasis in multiple ipsilateral lymph nodes, none more than 6cm in greatest dimension

Metastasis in bilateral or contralateral lymph nodes, none more than 6cm in greatest dimension
Metastasis in a lymph node more than 6cm in greatest dimension

DISTANT METASTASIS (M)

MO
M1

No distant metastasis (no pathologic MO; use clinical M to complete stage group)
Distant metastasis
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