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Reason for Directive

To ensure that patients with cancer and/or on treatment receive appropriate influenza immunization advice.

Directive

1. Patients on active chemotherapy can receive an influenza immunization vaccine if desired and if not medically contraindicated.

Patients are to be advised to receive the vaccine sometimes between the middle to two or three days prior to their next chemotherapy cycle.
2. Patients on radiation therapy can receive an influenza immunization vaccine at any time during their treatment.  The injection should be given on the opposite side if unilateral treatment is given.
3. All patients with cancer, families and care providers of patients with cancer should be encouraged to consider receiving an influenza immunization if not contraindicated.
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