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Access CVC Device and Assess Blood Return 
↓ ↓

No 
↓ 

    Yes → Administer treatment

Ask patient to:
♦  Take deep breaths, cough
♦  Raise and lower arms
♦  Change position

→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No blood return

↓ 
Gently flush with 20 ml N/S using

push / pull method
→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No blood return

↓ 
Port (IVAD):

Check placement of needle and re-access if necessary
using larger gauge / length needle

PICC
Remove dressing / wings and straighten line – line may be

kinked due to dressing
All Devices:

Connect syringes directly to hub of catheter to flush and/or
withdraw blood

→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No blood return

↓ 
Ask patient to:

♦  Take deep breaths, cough
♦  Raise and lower arms
♦  Change position

→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No blood return

↓ 
Gently flush with 20 ml N/S using

push / pull method
→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No blood return

↓ 
Administer declotting agent as per

C-80 (RAC), I-40 (IVAD), C-86 (PICC) and
Doctor’s Order

→ Yes → Administer treatment

↓ 
No 
↓ 

Repeat x 1 → Yes → Administer treatment
↓ 

No 
↓ 

Confirm placement and patency with x-ray contrast study → Yes → Administer treatment
↓ 

No 
↓ 

Remove device?

*Algorithm including x-ray contrast   may
be repeated x1.  If still no blood return,
recommend removal of device. 

Doctor’s 
Orders 
Required 


