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Policy

The purpose of this policy is to assist in the prevention of accidental intrathecal injection of
vinca alkaloids. For the purpose of this policy, vincristine is differentiated from other vinca
alkaloids.

1. Vincristine should be dispensed in 50 mL minibag to be given over 5-15 minutes and
labelled with an auxiliary label with the words “WARNING: FOR INTRAVENOUS USE ONLY -
FATAL IF GIVEN BY OTHER ROUTES”.

2. Other Vinca Alkaloids dispensed in syringes or minibags are labelled with an auxiliary label
with the words “WARNING: FOR INTRAVENOUS USE ONLY — FATAL IF GIVEN BY OTHER ROUTES".
a. The auxiliary labels are placed directly on the syringe barrel so that they are clearly
visible to the person administering the drug. This should be done regardless of
whether the patient is also scheduled to receive additional medication(s) by the
intrathecal route.
b. The auxiliary labels are brightly coloured in contrast to the white medication label.
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