
Designate Co-investigators with Signing Authority in RISe 
 
The Principal Investigator (PI) may designate one or two co-investigators to act as "co-
investigators with full signing authority" to submit post-approval activities to the Research Ethics 
Board.  
 
It is important to emphasize that the PI will continue to be entirely responsible for the research 
study.  The PI must ensure that designated "co-investigators with full signing authority" are totally 
conversant with all aspects of the study. This option may be particularly helpful in situations where 
the PI is absent for a short time. However if the PI will be away for longer periods the REB would 
expect to be formally notified of a change of PI.  
 
Only the PI can designate signing authority, which must be done in RISe. 
 
Instructions: 

• Go to RISe:  https://rise.ubc.ca 
• Under your “Human Ethics” Tab (this is where you will find your approved studies). 
• Open the study.  See the list of activities on the left side of the page. 

Click on the “PI Designate Signing Authority button”.  (Only the PI has this button) 
• Then select "Add" to display the list of co-investigators on this study.  You may 

then designate up to two co-investigators with full signing authority.  If they are not on the 
list, you will have to first submit an amendment to add a co-investigator(s).  Make your 
selection from the list and click OK , then click OK again at the bottom of the page to save. 

• The “Co-investigators with Signing Authority” will then appear on the study homepage.   
• These co-investigators will have the ability to press the “PI Submit” button in RISe for all 

post approval submissions to the REB on behalf of the PI. 
• Note:  Email notices from RISe will only be sent to the PI and the Primary Contact listed in 

RISe. 
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