Educational Objectives - Core Medical “Rotations”
BC Cancer Agency – Medical Oncology

The core medical rotation in Medical Oncology will allow the rotating resident to develop a familiarity with the diagnosis and management of patients with common neoplasms in a primarily ambulatory clinic environment. 

At the completion of rotation in Medical Oncology, the core internal medicine resident will demonstrate the ability to function in the following areas: 

MEDICAL EXPERT
· Elicit, present and document a comprehensive history and physical examination, integrate and interpret this data in patients presenting with cancer.

Specific competencies: 

· Assessment of risk factors for malignancy including environmental and family history

· Assessment of presenting symptoms (such as work-up of a breast lump), co-morbidities and presenting signs on physical examination 

· Ability to understand the use of laboratory data including pathology review, interpretation of cytology and tumour markers
· Demonstrate an understanding of the management of patients with cancer

Specific competencies: 

· Ability to understand the various cancer treatment modalities (chemotherapy, surgery, radiation)

· Understanding of the mechanism of action and side effects of broad classes of systemic therapies including cytotoxic agents, hormonal agents and targeted therapeutics

· Ability to manage acute side effects of chemotherapy (with special emphasis on the management of nausea and vomiting and the assessment and management of febrile neutropenia)

· Ability to choose a specific treatment modality based on stage
· Understanding the rationale, indications and goals of therapy for neoadjuvant and adjuvant therapies for patients with common solid neoplasms (such as breast, lung, colorectal)

· Understanding the rationale, indications and goals of therapy for patients with advanced, non-curative disease

· Ability to assess response to treatment
· Ability to understand the ongoing follow-up of patients with common malignancies 

· Ability to diagnose and manage oncological emergencies such as superior vena cava syndrome, spinal cord compression and metabolic emergencies (hypercalcemia, tumour lysis syndrome and SIADH)

· Familiarity with procedures such as bone marrow biopsy, thoracentesis, paracentesis and lumbar puncture (including intrathecal chemotherapy)

· Understanding of the principles of palliative management in the cancer patient such as pain control, shortness of breath, constipation and bowel obstruction, brain metastases, pleural effusions, malignant ascites, biliary obstruction and bone metastases

COMMUNICATOR
· Demonstrate the ability to establish a therapeutic relationship with a cancer patient characterized by trust, empathy and confidentiality which allows the physician to effectively gather information and guide therapy

· Appreciate the impact of cancer on patients and their families

· Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively and efficiently with colleagues both verbally and through written and dictated records
COLLABORATOR 

· Demonstrate an understanding of when to consult other medical and interdisciplinary staff in the management of a patient with cancer

Specific competencies:
· Understand the role, expertise and limitations of members of an interdisciplinary oncology team

· Demonstrate the ability to work and contribute effectively to the team 
MANAGER
· Understand the balance of patient care and health care economics

· Identify opportunities for quality improvement in the care of older patients

· Deliver effective and efficient patient care to avoid duplication of services involving other caregivers 
· Demonstrate knowledge of resources available in the community to assist cancer patients and their families
HEALTH ADVOCATE
· Educate patients and families about, and promote the importance of, health behaviors and preventive health care

Specific competencies: 

· Understanding determinants of patient health

· Assist patients as they navigate through complex health care institutions, multiple disciplines and services

· Understand resources available to patients to subsidize costs of treatment (such as patient assistance programs, cancer society programs and palliative care benefit programs)

SCHOLAR
· Understand the quality of published evidence in the medical literature, the magnitude of impact and applicability of the evidence in patients with common cancers

Specific competencies: 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the fundaments of the basic science of oncology

· Demonstrate an understanding of the fundamentals of critical appraisal of scientific literature

· Demonstrate ability to teach students and allied health professionals commensurate with his/her level of training

· Demonstrate the ability to assess deficiencies in their own knowledge and to develop strategies for continuing medical education

PROFESSIONAL 

· Recognize, analyze and attempt to resolve clinical practice ethical issues in cancer patients

Specific competencies: 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the ethical issues that arise as a result of the diagnosis and management of cancer

· Understand the professional obligations to patients and colleagues

· Demonstrate appropriate personal and interpersonal professional behavior with staff, colleagues, students and patients
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