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Medications by NG Tube

Q: How can we administer an oral cancer medication to a cancer patient who
has just had an NG tube inserted? For safety reasons, we were told not to crush
tablets or open capsules.

Oral cancer medications that are considered hazardous or cytotoxic should not be manipulated
outside of a containment cabinet (i.e., Biological Safety Cabinet) due to the risk of generating
Hazardous Drug (HD) powder residue causing possible HD contamination and exposure. You
may try dissolving or suspending the tablet/capsule particles in an enclosed system (i.e., syringe
plus water) and administering the liquid through the NG tube.

If line occlusion occurs and impedes cancer drug administration you could consider holding the
drug for a few days. For example; tamoxifen has an elimination half-life of ~ 5-7 days and the
half-life of its active metabolite is ~ 9-14 days, so it is possible to hold tamoxifen therapy for ~2
weeks.

If the oral cancer medication cannot be withheld, it may be possible to compound it into a
liguid dosage form. All activities likely to result in particle or aerosol generation, such as
crushing tablets/capsules or compounding/pouring of oral solutions should be performed in a
Biological Safety Cabinet (BSC) or Isolator. Oral solutions for hospital inpatients should be
prepared in the pharmacy and dispensed to the ward in unit dose syringes. The nurses should
not measure doses from a bottle.

Reference:

BC Cancer Division of Pharmacy. BC Cancer Pharmacy Practice Standards for Hazardous Drugs.
2017.
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