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https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/clinical-care-pathways
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control
https://sanyas.ca/
https://centreforlearning.bcmhsus.ca/project/isar
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Lymphoma Tumour Group - Enlarged Lymph Node Pathway

The target population for this pathway include health
care providers such as primary care practitioners,
oncologists, specialists, nurses, and other members of
a health care team including allied health providers.
Healthcare administrators across BC Cancer and the
health authorities may also benefit from this resource
for systems and operational planning.

This pathway is an informational resource, intended to
provide a high-level overview of the treatment journey
a patient in British Columbia may receive. This pathway
is not a substitute for medical advice and clinical
judgment is still required as not all care trajectories will
follow the proposed steps outlined in the pathway.
This resource may not reflect all available evidence as
research continues to evolve rapidly and BC Cancer is
not responsible for any incomplete information.
Furthermore, BC Cancer and those involved in
developing this pathway are not liable for any
incidental or consequential outcomes related to the
information in this pathway. Anyone using the
information provided in this pathway does so at their
own risk.
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This pathway is intended as a high-level resource and therefore
does not include specific recommendations on specific systemic
therapy protocols or radiation therapy doses. Instead, additional
information can be sought via the inserted hyperlinks to resources
that may aid a clinician in their treatment planning. The level of
detail for each pathway was guided by the tumor group lead and
intentionally kept high-level and represents the overall ideal
pathway of care for a patient in general. Each patient will have
individual needs and each cancer centre may have variation in the
way care is delivered, but overall the intent was to represent the
pathway that the majority of patients will follow.
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Indigenous Patient Navigator Referral Form(2): http://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf

Supportive Care(11): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care

Compassionate Access Progranm(CAP) (3): https://cap.phsa.ca/

LymphomaChemotherapy Protocols(4): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/lymphoma-
myeloma#hodgkin

Manufacturer Patient Assistance Programg5): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%
20programs.pdf

BC Cancer Research Clinical Trials(16): https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials

Smoking Cessation Program(40): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/smoking-cessation-program

Alcohol Reduction(41): https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/prevention/alcohol/reduce-your-risk

MDC Referral Form(6): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%20Pathways/Patient%20Conference%200rder.pdf

Pharmacy Contact Info(7): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/pharmacy#Contact--info

Pediatric Oncology Hematology Network Referral Form(8): https://www.bcchildrens.ca/health-professionals/make-referral/cancer-and-blood-disorders-referral
Language & Translation Serviceq42): http://www.phsa.ca/health-professionals/professional-resources/language-services/translation

BC Cancer Library(43): http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/library

Health Connect Registry(44): https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/find-care/health-connect-registry

Indigenous Cancer Control (29): https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control

San'yas Indigenous-Specific Anti-Racism Training (45): https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control

Indigenous-Specific Anti-Racisim (ISAR) Self-Directed Learning (46): https://centreforlearning.bocmhsus.ca/project/isar

BMT: Bone Marrow Transplant

EOL: End of Life To learn more about how the Clinical Care Pathways are developed,
FP: Family Practice visit the Methodology Report.

LYC: Lymphoma Conference

MDC: Multidisciplinary Conference/Discussion Other Tumour Group Clinical Care Pathways can be found on the BC
MRP: Most Responsible Provider Cancer Website.

PCP: Primary Care Provider

PFC: Patient & Family Counseling This work was supported by grant funding provided by the Health
PSMPC: Pain & Symptom Management & Palliative Care System Redesign Program.

RT: Radiation Therapy
ST: Systemic Therapy
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http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/pharmacy#Contact--info
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%20Pathways/TG%20Clinical%20Pathway%20Methodology%20Report_V1_Final_20240709.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%20Pathways/Patient%20Conference%20Order.pdf
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*please click reference number to open associated hyperlinks

Pre-Diagnosis & Diagnosis

Pt presents to .
community primary
care provider with
suspicious mass or
related symptoms
.
Pt presents .
to ER

Incidental

finding on
imaging or
clinical exam

Throughout treatment, consider...

Regular symptom & performance status assessment (10); Oral oncology/dentistry; Supportive care (11, 12); Sexual & reproductive health
(13, 14, 15); Co-morbidity management & medication review; Risk factor mitigation; Clinical trials (where applicable)(16); Goals of care
(17); Cultural safety (2, 29, 45, 46); Involvement of PCP; Lymphoma Conference/MDC (as needed)



http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/support-programs
https://www.uptodate.com/contents/image?imageKey=HEME%2F72901
https://www.olivefertility.com/referring-physicians
https://www.pacificfertility.ca/physician-resources
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-info/coping-with-cancer/managing-symptoms-side-effects/sexual-health
https://www.cansarcc.ca/
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-goals-of-care-orders.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf
https://www.uptodate.com/contents/image?imageKey=HEME%2F72901
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/support-programs
https://www.olivefertility.com/referring-physicians
https://www.pacificfertility.ca/physician-resources
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-info/coping-with-cancer/managing-symptoms-side-effects/sexual-health
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-goals-of-care-orders.pdf
If the patient is <17years old, refer directly to POHN at BCCH without intervention. https://www.bcchildrens.ca/health-professionals/make-referral/cancer-and-blood-disorders-referral

The following signs and symptoms 
should be investigated:
• a lump or mass in any organ 
• lymphadenopathy, particularly lymphadenopathy lasting more than 2 weeks
• splenomegaly 
• one or more of these systemic 
symptoms even in the absence of 
lymphadenopathy: fever, drenching night sweats, unexplained weight loss, frequent infections
• unexplained cytopenias
• persistent lymphocytosis.
Indicators of concern that should 
lead to prompt referral to a specialist include: 
• symptoms or results indicating organ dysfunction and low blood counts
• markedly elevated LDH 
• marked B symptoms (weight loss > 10%, persistent fevers > 38°C, or persistent drenching night sweats)
• unexplained pruritis
• alcohol related pain
• signs and symptoms of a mediastainal mass

Symptoms may include:
-Airway compromise
-Superior vena cava compression
-Spinal cord compression
-Symptoms outlined in community presentation above

Presence of any features below on imaging are
indications for biopsy
• Enlarged lymph nodes with pathalogical radiographic features
• A conglomerate nodal mass (neck, mediastinum, mesentery, retroperitoneum)
• A mass where the primary imaging concern is lymphoma
• Splenomegaly with multiple focal solid abnormalities

Labwork may include: CBC, Lytes, Creatinine, Albumin, LFTs, LDH, Hep B, C, and HIV. 

Symptom or site specific imaging, as required to facilitate appropriate and timely biopsy.

Fine needle aspiration is never sufficient for diagnosis of lymphoma. Patients should have excisional biopsy whenever feasible. Alternatively if excisional biopsy is not possible, a core needle biopsy may be informative.

Should include anatomical pathology, flow cytometry, cytogenetics and gene mutation testing where appropriate.

Repeat larger biopsy if strong suspicion and non-diagnostic.

If the patient is <17years old, refer directly to POHN at BCCH without intervention.

For over-age exceptions please contact BCCH.

https://www.bcchildrens.ca/health-professionals/make-referral/cancer-and-blood-disorders-referral

https://centreforlearning.bcmhsus.ca/project/isar
https://sanyas.ca/
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control
https://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf
CT Neck Chest Abdo Pelvis and PET scan if not already completed.

Bone marrow biopsy for unexplained cytopenias.

Labwork should include if not already done:

-CBC, Lytes, Creatinine, LFTs, LDH, HBsAg, HBcoreAb, HBsAb, Hep B,C, and HIV.
-Serum protein electrophoresis 
-albumin (only for hodgkin)

Bone marrow biopsy for unexplained cytopenias.

Labwork should include if not already done:

-CBC, Lytes, Creatinine, LFTs, LDH, HBsAg, HBcoreAb, HBsAb, Hep B,C, and HIV.
-Serum protein electrophoresis 
-albumin (only for hodgkin)

https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/find-care/health-connect-registry
https://www.bcchildrens.ca/health-professionals/make-referral/cancer-and-blood-disorders-referral
https://www.bcchildrens.ca/health-professionals/make-referral/cancer-and-blood-disorders-referral
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/chemotherapy-protocols-site/Documents/Supportive%20Care/SCHBV_Protocol.pdf
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/chemotherapy-protocols-site/Documents/Supportive%20Care/SCHBV_Protocol.pdf
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
https://www.bccancer.bc.ca/Documents/Hodgkin%20Lymphoma%20Clinical%20Pathway_Published.pdf
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Patient and Family Experience Team & Supportive Care
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Yashpal Bhatia, Project Coordinator, Tumour Groups

Tammy Currie, Executive Director, Provincial Programs

Amilya Ladak, Manager, Tumour Groups

James Loudon, Director, Provincial Programs

Kalina Nowaczek, Policy Analyst, Tumour Groups
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Suggested Citation: BC Cancer. (2025, June). Enlarged Lymph Node Clinical Care Pathway. http.//www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%
20Pathways/Hodgkin%20Lymphoma%20Clinical%20Pathway_Published.pdf
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