


Merkel Cell Carcinoma (MCC) (Pg. 1)

Throughout treatment, consider...

15*please click reference number to open associated hyperlinks

 Skin Cancer Clinical Care Pathway

Regular symptom & performance status assessment (16); Supportive care (2, 17); Sexual & reproductive health (18, 19, 20); Co-morbidity management & 
medication review; Risk factor mitigation; Clinical trials (where applicable) (6); Goals of care (21); Cultural safety (1); Involvement of PCP

Clinically node 
negative (local 
only, surgically 

resectable) 

Wide local 
excision 

with 
adequate 
margins 

Sentinel 
lymph 

node biopsy 
(31) 

Consider 
surveillance

Consider re-excision 
if anatomically 

feasible, otherwise 
consider RT

MDC
(If applicable)

RT

Node 
dissection

Surveillance

Adjuvant RTSurveillance 
(32)

MDC (If 
applicable)

Consider 
downstaging 

with ST for 
potential surgical 

candidates (5, 
30)

Consider 
RT for local 

control +/- ST 
for non 
surgical 

candidates

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care & 
Survivorship

Radiation 
Oncologist 

(22)

Medical 
Oncologist 

(22)

Radiation 
Oncologist 

(22)

Surgeon

SLNB & wide 
excision (or 
RT if pt not 
candidate 

Consider RT
Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Staging

Imaging 
(if >1cm)

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Clinically node 
negative (locally 

advanced, 
curative surgery & 

RT not feasible)

Narrow clinical 
margins (<1cm) 

excision &/or 
adverse risk factors 

(32)

Microscopically 
positive 
margins

Clear margins 
& no adverse 

risk factors 
(32)

SLN
negative 

SLN 
positive 

https://www.uptodate.com/contents/image?imageKey=HEME%2F72901
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/support-programs
https://www.olivefertility.com/referring-physicians
https://www.pacificfertility.ca/resources/physician-resources
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-info/coping-with-cancer/managing-symptoms-side-effects/sexual-health
https://www.cansarcc.ca/
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-goals-of-care-orders.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/15758010/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/10.1056/NEJMoa1611977
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
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http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/breast#Protocols
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/breast#Protocols
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/breast#Protocols
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/breast#Protocols
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/breast#Protocols
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
Ideally PET scan if available, or CT scan. Intracranial imaging only if clinically indicated.

PET/CT (preferred) or CT chest/abdomen/pelvis +/- neck (consider brain MRI)

*This list is not exhaustive of all treatment protocols available

http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/skin-melanoma#Merkel
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20162707/
In patients with palpable node[s] locally, a FNA should be done. In patients without clinically palpable local nodes, a Sentinel nodal dissection is suggested. SLND can be avoided if the probability of nodal involvement is high, such as primary tumors over 2cm; or where nodal basin is wide, such as head-and-neck MCC. Prophylactic or, in the case of those with established local nodal metastases, therapeutic irradiation of the regional nodes is recommended. This is considered preferable to surgical node dissection.

Excision with 1- to 2-cm margins is recommended.

Adverse risk factors: larger primary tumor (>1 cm); chronic T-cell immunosuppression, HIV, chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), solid organ transplant; head/neck 
primary site; no lymphovascular invasion (LVI) present. 

https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/pdf/mcc.pdf
https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/pdf/mcc.pdf
Adverse risk factors: larger primary tumor (>1 cm); chronic T-cell immunosuppression, HIV, chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL), solid organ transplant; head/neck 
primary site; lymphovascular invasion (LVI) present. 

Observation of the nodal basin is preferred. May consider RT to the nodal basin in patients at high risk for a false-negative SLNB.

https://www.nccn.org/professionals/physician_gls/pdf/mcc.pdf
Consider re-excision if not candidate for RT.



Merkel Cell Carcinoma (MCC) (Pg. 2)

Throughout treatment, consider...

16*please click reference number to open associated hyperlinks

 Skin Cancer Clinical Care Pathway

Regular symptom & performance status assessment (16); Supportive care (2, 17); Sexual & reproductive health (18, 19, 20); Co-morbidity management & 
medication review; Risk factor mitigation; Clinical trials (where applicable) (6); Goals of care (21); Cultural safety (1); Involvement of PCP

Clinically node 
positive 

(regional/in-
transit) 

Imaging 
(if >1cm)

Management 
of primary 

tumour

Management 
of draining 
nodal basin

Proceed as per 
Clinically node 
negative- Wide 
local excision 
(above)

FNA or core 
biopsy

Biopsy 
confirmation

Management 
of in-transit 

disease 

MDC
(If applicable)

Positive

Radiographic 
surveillance 

or excisional 
biopsy 

Negative
Return to 
appropriate 
clinically node 
negative pathway

Node dissection 
+ adjuvant T
(preferred)

Node 
dissection or 

RT
No metastasis

Clinical 
trial (6)

Consider 
neoadjuvant 

ST (5, 30)

MDC
(if applicable)

RT

Surgery

ST (5, 30)

Clinical 
trial (6)

Proceed to 
Metastasis/ 
Disseminated 
Treatment Pathway

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Proceed to Post-
Treatment Care 
& Survivorship

Metastasis/Disseminated

Radiation 
Oncologist (22)

Surgeon

Medical 
Oncologist (22)

Wide local 
excision with 

adequate 
margins 

https://www.uptodate.com/contents/image?imageKey=HEME%2F72901
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/supportive-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/support-programs
https://www.olivefertility.com/referring-physicians
https://www.pacificfertility.ca/resources/physician-resources
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-info/coping-with-cancer/managing-symptoms-side-effects/sexual-health
https://www.cansarcc.ca/
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-goals-of-care-orders.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
PET/CT (preferred) or CT chest/abdomen/pelvis +/- neck (consider brain MRI)

Excision with 1- to 2-cm margins is recommended.

Consider ST if curative surgery and/or RT are not feasible.
*This list is not exhaustive of all treatment protocols available

http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals-site/Documents/Patient-Referral-Form.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/skin-melanoma#Merkel
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/systemic-therapy-site/Documents/Policy%20and%20Forms/Patient%20assistance%20programs.pdf
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/chemotherapy-protocols/skin-melanoma#Merkel
*This list is not exhaustive of all treatment protocols available
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CAM 
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Provincial Health Services Authority 

Post-Treatment Care & Survivorship/Recurrent & Progressive Disease (pg. 3)

Throughout treatment, consider...
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 Skin Cancer Clinical Care Pathway

Regular symptom & performance status assessment (16); Supportive care (2, 17); Sexual & reproductive health (18, 19, 20); Co-morbidity management & 
medication review; Risk factor mitigation; Clinical trials (where applicable) (6); Goals of care (21); Cultural safety (1); Involvement of PCP

Proceed to 
Melanoma- Stage IV 
Metastatic 
Treatment Pathway

Imaging

BRAF mutation 
testing if not 

previously 
performed (27)

Disease limited 
to nodal 

recurrence

Systemic 
disease

Excise recurrence 
+ Therapeutic
lymph node 
dissection

Resectable ST (5, 30)

Consider RT 
to nodal basin

Observation

Unresectable

Neoadjuvant 
therapy (6)

ST (5, 30)

Palliative RT

Return to Post-
Treatment Care & 
Survivorship or 
Proceed to End of 
Life Care

Return to Post-
Treatment Care & 
Survivorship or 
Proceed to End of 
Life Care

Distant 
metastatic 
recurrence 

Nodal 
recurrence

Ongoing self-examination & sun protection strategies (34, 35)

PET scan is recommended if available, otherwise CT chest/abdo/pelvis.

*Preferably in the context of a clinical trial

*This list is not exhaustive of all treatment protocols available

*This list is not exhaustive of all treatment protocols available

*In selected high-risk patients based on location, size, and number of involved nodes, gross and/or histologic extracapsular 
extension

Consider vitamin D supplementation.



BC 
CAM 
CER 
Provincial Health Services Authority 

Post-Treatment Care & Survivorship/Recurrent & Progressive Disease (pg. 4)

21*please click reference number to open associated hyperlinks

 Skin Cancer Clinical Care Pathway

Regular symptom & performance status assessment (16); Supportive care (2, 17); Sexual & reproductive health (18, 19, 20); Co-morbidity management & 
medication review; Risk factor mitigation; Clinical trials (where applicable) (6); Goals of care (21); Cultural safety (1); Involvement of PCP

Merkel Cell
History & clinical 

exam (particularly 
of skin & lymph 

nodes)

Imaging

Lab work

Every 3-6 months for 3 years 
Every 6-12 months thereafter 

Or as clinically indicated

New findings
Biopsy to 
confirm 

recurrence

Local, locally 
advanced, 

&/or 
regional

In transit

Disseminated

Proceed to MCC: 
clinically node 
positive (regional/in-
transit) treatment 
pathway

Proceed to MCC: 
Metastasis/
Disseminated 
Treatment Pathway

Proceed to MCC: 
Clinically node 
negative (local only 
or locally advanced)

PET (if not 
already done)

MDC
(if applicable)

Ongoing self-examination & sun protection strategies (34, 35)

Throughout treatment, consider...
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For patients who do not have widely disseminated disease

CMC, Cr, LFTs, and LDH recommended.

Consider vitamin D supplementation.



End of Life Care

Assessment of 
symptoms & 

psychosocial/spiritual/
cultural needs & 

caregiver assessment 
(36) (37) (38) 

(39) (40) (41) (52)

Complex (43)

MRP to discuss 
options available to 
patient & caregiver 
based on location & 

needs 

(38) (39) (42) (43)

Non-complex
MRP & team address 
symptoms & refer to 
appropriate services 

(e.g. PFC, pharmacist, 
nutritionist, etc.)

(44) (33) (45)

Ongoing f/up with MRP 
& consider community 
palliative care clinic if 
available or referral to 

local palliative care team 
as needed (33) (45)

Home Hospice 
Referral or MRP 

home visits 

Palliative Care Unit 
(If available) (45)

Residential 
Hospice or End of 
Life Care at Home 

(45)
MRP connects with 

family for 
bereavement support 

& feedback loop

Ambulatory

Non-
Ambulatory

BC Cancer PSMPC 
Referral or 

Community Palliative 
Care Clinic (if 

available) (44) (33) 
(45) (46)

Ambulatory

Non-
Ambulatory

Goals of Care Discussions & Consideration of Cultural Safety (1, 42, 43, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51) 

Throughout treatment, consider...
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/bc-guidelines/palliative-care
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/prescribers/plan-p-bc-palliative-care-benefits-program
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control
If a patient is requesting MAiD and has not had an opportunity for palliative care consultation, it is advised to consider consultation before referral for MAiD. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/bc-guidelines/palliative-care
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/SeriousIllnessConversationGuideCard.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/health-info/medical-assistance-in-dying
Complex criteria may include:
-Symptom(s) not responding to guideline-based treatment(s)
-Patient's psychosocial situation constrains standard care pathways

*If a patient is requesting MAiD and has not had an opportunity for palliative care consultation, it is advised to consider consultation before referral for MAiD. 

http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/managing-symptoms-site/Documents/PSMPC-Referral-Form-for-All-BC-Cancer-Centres.pdf
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*PSMPC urgent phone consultation recommended to ensure PCU admission is appropriate.
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Other Stakeholders

Family Practice & GPO
Indigenous Cancer Control 
Nursing Community of Practice (NCoP) 
Patient and Family Experience Team & Supportive Care
Radiation Therapists  
Surgical Oncology Network
Provincial Pharmacy, Pathology & Medical Imaging Teams

Suggested Citation: BC Cancer. (2024, October). Skin Cancer Clinical Care Pathway. {Insert hyperlink}
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38. https://www.bc-cpc.ca/publications/symptom-management-guidelines/
39. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/bc-guidelines/palliative-care
40. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/prescribers/plan-p-bc-palliative-care-benefits-program
41. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/services/indigenous-cancer-control
42. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/SeriousIllnessConversationGuideCard.pdf
43. http://www.phsa.ca/health-info/medical-assistance-in-dying
44. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/managing-symptoms-site/Documents/PSMPC-Referral-Form-for-All-BC-Cancer-Centres.pdf
45. https://vancouver.pathwaysbc.ca/service_categories/24
46. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/MIPPC_Referral_Form.pdf
47. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/Goals%20of%20Care%20Orders%20Form%20June%202018%20Final.pdf
48. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/people/seniors/health-safety/pdf/myvoice-advancecareplanningguide.pdf
49. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/seniors/health-safety/advance-care-planning
50. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/managing-symptoms-site/Documents/When-Life-Nearing-its-End.pdf
51. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-tips-for-oncology-professionals.pdf
52. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%20Pathways/Revised%20PSMPC%20Questionnaire%20Pink%20Form%202020-21.pdf
53. http://www.phsa.ca/health-professionals/professional-resources/language-services/translation

25 http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-info/coping-with-cancer/managing-symptoms-side-effects/sexual-health
26 https://www.bccrc.ca/dept/cid/clinical-trials
27 http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/new-patients-site/Documents/ACP-goals-of-care-orders.pdf
28 http://www.phsa.ca/aboriginal-health-site/Documents/IPN%20Fillable%20Referral%20Form.pdf 
29 https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2308900
30 http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/cancer-management-manual/gynecology/uterine-cervix#Follow-up-Uterine-
Cervix 31 http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/books/Documents/Clinical%20Care%20Pathways/Revised%20PSMPC%20Questionnaire%20Pink%20Form%
202020-21.pdf 32 http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/centres-clinics/bc-cancer-vancouver/epicc
33 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/bc-guidelines/palliative1_appendix_a.pdf 
34  https://www.bc-cpc.ca/publications/symptom-management-guidelines/
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