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Transitioning to a Biosimilar Drug

If you are being treated with a biologic drug, you may be transitioned to a biosimilar drug.
Here's what you need to know if you will be transitioning.

What are biosimilars?

Biosimilars are highly similar copies of a biologic drug
that is already approved by Health Canada. The already
approved biologic drug is called the reference biologic

because it is the drug that the biosimilar is compared to.

For example, there is a reference biologic called
Neupogen® and one of the biosimilars for Neupogen
is called Grastofil®..

Are biosimilars safe and effective?

*  Yes. Health Canada compares each biosimilar with
the reference biologic and will only approve the
biosimilar if it is very similar in quality, safety and
how it works.

«  When transitioning from a reference biologic to a
biosimilar, you can expect to receive the drug the
same way, have the same results, and have the
same side effects.

Why is BC Cancer transitioning people

to biosimilars?

Biosimilars save money for our cancer system and give
us options during drug shortages. We can give you the
same quality of care for less cost and the money saved
can be reinvested into our health care system.
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Why do biosimilars cost less than

reference biologics?

Reference biologic drugs are protected by a patent.
This means only one company can sell that biologic,
which makes them very expensive. As the patents for
reference biologic drugs expire, other companies can
request approval from Health Canada to produce and
sell biosimilars. Biosimilars are sold at a lower price,
so the health care system saves money.

Will my care be different when | transition

to a biosimilar?

Your care will be the same whether you take a
reference biologic drug or a biosimilar drug. As with
any medication, if you have any problems while taking
biosimilars, talk to your health care team right away.

How will | be monitored?

All patients on any type of cancer treatment will be
monitored by their health care team. If you have any
problems during treatment, talk to your health care
team right away.

Can | transition back to the reference biologic?
Your health care team will determine if it is medically
necessary for you to transition back to the reference
biologic. Exceptional requests are considered on a
case-by-case basis.

Where can | get more information about my
transition to a biosimilar?

» Talk to your health care team

« Visit BC Cancer's biosimilars website:
bccancer.bc.ca/biosimilars


http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-services/treatments/biosimilar-drugs

